
 



 Wednesday, October 27th 
Hotel Check - in at 3:00 p.m.  
 Discounted Hotel Rooms Available 
Early Arrival Networking and Cocktail Reception: 6:30 – 7:30 p.m. 
 Get here early to meet with colleagues and PERMA Staff 

Thursday, October 28th 
Conference Registration & Breakfast: 8:45 – 9:45 a.m. 

Session I: 10:00 – 11:00 a.m. 
Update on Driving Laws: NYS Legalized Recreational Marijuana vs. Federal Law 
Presenter: Derek S. Andrews., Esq., Senior Attorney, Nave Law Firm 

Session II: 11:15 a.m. – 12:15 p.m. 

Interactive Experience with Fatal Vision® Marijuana Goggles 

Presenter: Tracy Mance, Trainer, Innocorp, Ltd. 

Session III: 12:15 – 1:15 p.m. 
The Fiscal Consequences of New York’s Rollout of Legal Marijuana: Early Evidence 
Presenter: Laura Schultz, Director of Fiscal Analysis & Senior Economist, SUNY Rockefeller Institute 

Lunch Buffet: 1:15 – 2:30 p.m. 

Meet PERMA’s Risk Management Specialists: 2:30 – 3:00 p.m. 
Networking Opportunity with Dessert 

Session IV: 3:00 – 4:00 p.m. 
New York's Marijuana Legalization: What Does It Mean for Local Governments?  
Presenter: TBD 
 
Friday, October 29th 
Breakfast Buffet: 7:30 – 9:30 a.m. 

Session V: 9:30 – 10:30 a.m. 
Dispelling Myths in the Cannabis Industry 
Presenter: John Mancuso, Founder, Authentic Communication Matters 

Check Out: 11:00 a.m. 

Limited discounted hotel rooms are available for $183/
night during the event from October 27 to October 29. 
Please contact the Turning Stone Resort & Casino at  
1(800)771-7711 and refer to the PERMA Fall Education 
Conference room block. Pricing is set for Tower King/
Double Room and all rooms are subject to availability.  
 
Guest accommodations will be available after 3:00 p.m. on 
the day of arrival and guests must check out by 11:00 a.m. 
on the day of departure. 
 
Room block closes October 8th. 

Cancellations: Individuals may cancel their room  
reservations up to 48 hours prior to arrival.  
Cancellations made after this time will result in a  
forfeiture of the deposit (including applicable taxes 
and surcharges). 



Update on Driving Laws: NYS Legalized Recreational Marijuana vs. Federal Law 
Presenter: Derek S. Andrews, Esq., Senior Attorney, Nave Law Firm 
 
As legalization continues across the nation, this session will provide updates on municipal operators, federal and state 
legal guidance, as well as municipal considerations for employment processing and their legal rights. An overview of 
case studies will be discussed specifically around driving laws, enforcement methods of testing THC levels in  
determining impairment, and New York's plan for driving. Any current updates on the regulations associated with  
licensing, for establishing dispensaries or lounges will be provided. 

Dispelling Myths of the Cannabis Industry  
Presenter: John Mancuso, Founder, Authentic Communication Matters 
 
Many of you are about to help decide to allow or deny a cannabis business to operate in your municipality. The choice 
is challenging as impacts of either outcome are unclear, largely because the perceptions and misconceptions  
surrounding cannabis vary wildly across all residents of New York. Some see the prospect as offering potentially 
life-changing medicine and an opportunity to benefit from tax revenue; 
others see cannabis as a dangerous toxin that spreads crime and chaos 
into their communities. This session uses the precedents from states in 
which adult and medical use cannabis businesses have been legal to 
give a more accurate picture of the reality of living amongst  
“plant-touching” businesses. It will also attempt to dispel some common 
sources of misinformation that you and other  
stakeholders may have. 

The Fiscal Consequences of New York’s Rollout of Legal Marijuana: Early Evidence 
Presenter: Laura Schultz, Director of Fiscal Analysis & Senior Economist, Rockefeller Institute of Government  
 
Since recreational marijuana was legalized in March 2021, local policymakers and leaders have been closely watching 
the eventual rollout of New York State regulations and guidelines and trying to understand how it will affect their  
communities.  Large cannabis companies are announcing plans for cultivation and manufacturing facilities across the 
state which promise employment opportunities. Local municipalities are taking votes on whether to opt out of  
dispensaries and consumption lounges and forego any share of marijuana tax revenue.  Such decisions have  
economic development and tax revenue implications for their communities.  Rockefeller Institute researchers will  
provide an overview of how the recreational marijuana industry is developing across the state. While the complete 
picture of the economic and fiscal impacts will not be seen for years, this session will focus on data on where  
companies could locate, where communities are opting out, and forecasts of the market size in the coming years. We 
will share lessons learned from the early stages of legalization in other states to get a better sense of how New York ’s 
cannabis sector will evolve. Also, there will be further discussions on tax revenue and economic impact projections for 
New York over the coming years.  

Registration is free for all  
PERMA Members! 

Visit perma.org to register and  
receive immediate confirmation. 

Interactive Experience with Fatal Vision® Marijuana Goggles 

Presenter: Tracy Mance, Trainer, Innocorp, Ltd. 

 
In this interactive session, participants will experience a demonstration and activities that 
emphasize the impact of cognitive impairments associated with recreational marijuana/THC’s 
influence. This will incorporate five different activities modeling loss of short-term memory, 
executive function, altered visual perception and slight loss of motor coordinator  
impairments. Using Fatal Vision® Goggles participants will experience the diminishing  
information needed to complete specifically designed activities modeling the impaired  
perception.  



Derek S. Andrews is a Senior Attorney with the Nave Law Firm—a team of attorneys and 
staff who focus primarily on impaired driving and criminal defense matters throughout the 
State of New York. As the lead attorney for the firm’s Capital District region office and the 
firm’s trial attorney,    Derek is responsible for crafting unique defense strategies for his  
office’s clients in and out of the courtroom. In the community, Derek is an elected board 
member of the New York State Association for Criminal Defense Lawyers (NYSACDL),  
an organization that is responsible for supporting the efforts of criminal defense attorneys 
throughout the entire state. He also serves as a member of NYSACDL’s Legislative  
Committee by reviewing proposed criminal procedure and  penal laws in the New York  
Senate and Assembly and then advocating for or against the passage of those laws.  

Dr. Laura Schultz is the director of fiscal analysis & senior economist at the 
Rockefeller Institute. She has an extensive research portfolio studying how 
innovation creates economic opportunity. While at the Bureau of Economic 
Analysis, she developed measures used to assess levels of innovation in the 
US economy and their contribution to gross domestic product. As a faculty 
member at SUNY Polytechnic Institute, she worked with collegiate  
entrepreneurs as a commercialization adviser to guide them through the early 
stages of validation and venture formation. She has studied how university 
and state policies can foster or hinder an entrepreneurial ecosystem. At the 
Rockefeller Institute, she explores how state and local governments can  
support innovation and generate economic growth. As director of fiscal  
analysis, Dr. Schultz evaluates the fiscal and economic impacts of federal, 
state, and local policies and emerging economic trends. She is working to  
develop new channels to communicate her team’s research findings to a 
broader audience through blog posts, interactive data visualization tools, and 
podcasts. 

John Mancuso is the Owner/Founder of Authentic Communication Matters, a 
learning and development consulting firm with diverse set of clients in public and 
private industries. Some of his clients include(d) Fannie Mae, Grubhub, New York 
State Department of Transportation, American Culinary Federation, Lennox  
International, New York Presbyterian Hospital Networks and New York City’s most 
innovative cultural landmark, The High Line. He also served as Director of  
Curriculum and Professional Development (internal training consultant) for the New 
York City Transit Authority (MTA). John loves the dynamism and diversity of  
cannabis and serves on the board of CanXL Holdings, a firm specializing in helping 
cannabis businesses navigate the complexity of ever-evolving regulation. He also 
serves as a Facilitator for and Partner with Cannabis Trainers, a company  
committed to moving the cannabis industry forward with professionalism, integrity 
and compliance and has spoken at the MJ Business’ Executive Summit about the 
challenges and joys of doing so. 

 

Questions: Please contact Kimberlee Freer, Event Coordinator, at kfreer@perma.org. 

 Register online at perma.org  memberservices@perma.org  

  (518) 220-0394 or fax: (877)737-6232   9 Cornell Rd., Latham, NY 12110 


